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Julio was a wonderful and an intelligent cat with a sweet, gentle and
loving soul. We adopted him from an animal shelter when he was
almost a year old, so we always suspected that he probably knew
hardship in his early life and was grateful to be in a loving home. He
raised our two children for over 16 years and he never ever hissed,
bit or scratched them when they chased him as toddlers over the
house, carried him around or even straightened out his whiskers.
He patiently waited until they were done with him before he went his
own way. He hated being alone (as well as taking baths) and always
came to his mom or dad to sit on their lap and be gently petted.
When mom was pregnant, he loved to sleep on her belly, with his
front paws crossed. While dad still had plenty of hair on his head,
Julio would come over and groom (i.e., lick) dad’s hair. When kids
grew up, he came to them as well. They adored him and spent
hours with him every day after school. He brought to us so much
happiness and joy over the years. During the COVID lockdown, our
social kitty was probably the happiest but we could also see that he
was slowing down, he quietly slept at mom’s feet while she worked
and only reminded us with a gentle meow to give him some treats
once he was in the mood for someone new...and somehow we
discovered that he had cravings for carbs — a Twinkie treat was his
favorite. Dad’s favorite past-time during the lockdown was to visit
both Julio and mom every other hour too see how they were doing.
Everything was going so well, it was almost spring time, Julio’s
favorite. We really thought he would come out of his shell again in
the spring. In the past, he would go out in the back yard and lay
down among the plants, nibbling on grass and enjoying sunshine.
Alas, it was not to be this year, he really declined in the past few
weeks, initially being very picky about what he ate and then he
stopped eating. We took him to a vet and thought that he would
bounce back like he always did, but new pills did not work. We are
told that 19 years is quite a long life for a cat, but it’s still very hard
for everyone to deal with his passing since he was always there for
us, gently tapping us on a leg when he wanted a yummy morsel or
gently meowing like a kitten to let him in the back yard, every day
for almost 20 years. He may have known that he was about to leave



his beloved family; in the last few days he followed us constantly
and even at night he wanted to go to each of our beds to snuggle.
We loved him to pieces and wish that we could have done
something or have spent so much more time with him; he was
always there for us and we just couldn’t fathom that some day he
won’t. He died suddenly without meowing too much or making some
kind of fuss which would alert us that something was very wrong.
When we found him, we thought at first he was just sleeping, but we
quickly realized that it was much, much worse. He lived a good and
happy life in a loving home with a loving family, and he will be sorely
missed; we’ll treasure our memories with him forever. Rest in
peace, Julinka.
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